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DISCLAIMER 
 
The South Carolina Legislative Council is offering access to the unannotated South 
Carolina Code of Laws on the Internet as a service to the public. The unannotated South 
Carolina Code on the General Assembly's website is now current through the 2008 
session. The unannotated South Carolina Code, consisting only of Code text and 
numbering, may be copied from this website at the reader's expense and effort without 
need for permission.  
 
The Legislative Council is unable to assist users of this service with legal questions. Also, 
legislative staff cannot respond to requests for legal advice or the application of the law 
to specific facts. Therefore, to understand and protect your legal rights, you should 
consult your own private lawyer regarding all legal questions.  
 
While every effort was made to ensure the accuracy and completeness of the unannotated 
South Carolina Code available on the South Carolina General Assembly's website, the 
unannotated South Carolina Code is not official, and the state agencies preparing this 
website and the General Assembly are not responsible for any errors or omissions which 
may occur in these files. Only the current published volumes of the South Carolina Code 
of Laws Annotated and any pertinent acts and joint resolutions contain the official 
version. 
 
Please note that the Legislative Council is not able to respond to individual inquiries 
regarding research or the features, format, or use of this website. However, you may 
notify Legislative Printing, Information and Technology Systems at 
LPITS@scstatehouse.net regarding any apparent errors or omissions in content of Code 
sections on this website, in which case LPITS will relay the information to appropriate 
staff members of the South Carolina Legislative Council for investigation.  
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SECTION 59-150-370. HOPE Scholarships; eligibility; administration; reporting 
requirement.  
 
(A) SC HOPE Scholarships are hereby established and are provided by the State.  These 
scholarships are authorized in an amount of up to two thousand five hundred dollars, plus 
a three hundred dollar book allowance to cover the cost of attendance, as defined by the 
Commission on Higher Education by regulation, during the first year of attendance only, 
to an eligible student attending a four-year public or independent institution as defined in 
subsection (B) who does not also qualify for a LIFE Scholarship or a Palmetto Fellows 
Scholarship.  
(B) For purposes of this chapter, a “public or independent institution” that a student may 
attend to receive a SC HOPE Scholarship includes the following:  
(1) A South Carolina four-year public institution as defined in Section 59-103-5 and a 
four-year independent institution as defined in Section 59-113-50;  
(2) A public or independent bachelor’s level institution chartered before 1962 whose 
major campus and headquarters are located within South Carolina; or an independent 
bachelor’s level institution which is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges 
and Secondary Schools; or an independent bachelor’s level institution which is accredited 
by the New England Association of Colleges and Schools.  Institutions whose sole 
purpose is religious or theological training or the granting of professional degrees do not 
meet the definition of “public or independent institution” for purposes of this chapter.  
(C) A student is eligible to receive a SC HOPE Scholarship if he meets the criteria for 
receiving and maintaining the Legislative Incentives for Future Excellence (LIFE) 
Scholarship except that a minimum Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) or ACT score and 
requisite class rank are not required for eligibility for the SC HOPE Scholarship.  These 
SC HOPE Scholarships must be granted and awarded as provided in this section.  
(D) These SC HOPE Scholarships in combination with all other grants and scholarships 
must not exceed the cost of attendance at the particular institutions referenced in 
subsection (B).  
(E) The Commission on Higher Education must promulgate regulations and establish 
procedures to administer the provisions of this section.  
(F) All institutions participating in the SC HOPE Scholarship Program must report their 
enrollment and other relevant data as solicited by the Commission on Higher Education 
which may audit these institutions to ensure compliance with this provision.  
 


